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News from the Congo

elcome to the new -style CCA new sletter. Since the last
edition, there have been huge changes both nationally and
within the Anglican Church in the Democratic Republic of
Congo. In July 2006 the Congolese people took part in democratic
elections for the first time ever. This did not result in an outright
winner, so in October therew as a re-run betw een the two candidates
with most votes. On 27 Nove mber, the Supreme Court confirmed
Head of State Joseph
Kabila as the winner. The
Court had rejected a legal
challenge by losing
Candidate Jean-Pierre
Bemba. The country now
enters a new phase of
reconstruction and
development, against a
backdrop of increasing
Women on el ection day, proudly peace and security.
displaying their ID cards.

In the Anglican Church (PEAC), there have also been many
significant developments w ith the appointment of tw o new bishops,
Bishop Bahatito Bukavu Diocese and Bishop Kasima to Katanga
Diocese, and also the translation to Boga Diocese (from Katanga) of
Bishop Isingoma. Archbishop Njojo has retired after almost 27 years
of faithful service. In addition, the PEA C has w elcomed an assistant
missionary bishop, Bishop Olaoye Abiotun and his wife, who come
from Nigeria and are serving in the Kasai region, based in Mbuiji- Mayi.
Finally, in October, Canon Enoch Kayeeye from Uganda w as
consecrated assistant bishop of Nord-Kivu Diocese.

On the ministry side, there is much exciting w ork being done in
the areas of youthwork, health, peace and reconciliation, theological
education, and building God’s kingdom in communities throughout the
land. We commend to your prayers our Congolese brothers and
sisters in Christ, in their many joys and struggles.



Introducing the new Bishops

Bishop Kasima Muno Corneille comes from
Bukiringi in Boga Diocese and studied at ISThA.
After ordination, he has had extensive pastoral
experience, including being chaplain at the
secondary school, nursing school and hospital at
Boga and latterly has been Archdeacon of Gety.
He is married to Androsi and they have four
children. Androsi played a significant role in the
recent Disarmament, Demobilisation and
Reintegration Process of militia in the Gety area;
she is also a keen MU member.

Bishop Abiotun Olaoye , is a
missionary Bishop w ho, with his wife
Theresa, from lbadan, Nigeria, w as
sent to the PEAC to assist in develop-
ing the tw o Kasais to become tw o
separate dioceses. He entered the
ministry in 1991 and later served in the
Cathedral Church of St James, lbadan
and as an Archdeacon. In
Ibadan Diocese he w as the Bishop’s Administrative Secretary and in
llesa Diocese he w orked as Diocesan Missioner. Betw een 1991 and
2005 they served in four different dioceses and a total of nine
churches. Bishop Olaoye and his wife are now based in Mbuji-Mayi.

Bishop Enoch Kayeeye w as born in South-West
Uganda. After an initial career in teaching, he trained
at Bishop Tucker Theological College, Kampala and
was ordained in 1976, and then he served at Al
Saints Church in Kabale as vicar. After the rule of Idi
Amin ended in 1979, the Church Missionary Society
decided to sponsor tw o Ugandan priests for degree
training in the UK. Enoch w as chosen and he w ent to

Wycliffe Hall, Oxford from 1981-84, gaining an honours degree in
Theology. In 1983, Enoch founded African International Christian
Ministry (www .aicm.org.uk) with the threefold aims of evangelism,
education and caring for others. In 1989 he returned to the UK to do
an MSc degree in Rural Development at Reading University,
sponsored by the Friends of AICMin the UK. AICM's w ork continues
to flourish in SW Uganda and its ministry now extends, through
Enoch, into DR Congo. He is married to Phoebe and they have six
children.

Bishop Bahati Bali Busane Sylvestre was born in rhambi-Katana. He
studied at the Anglican Theological Institut (ITIl) at Bukavu prior to
ordination in 1982. In 1993-94 he studied at the Inter-
national School of Evangelism in
Kinshasa. Currently he is
completing the final year of his
degree at the Peace Centre
University. For many years, he
worked as Diocesan Secretary in
the diocese of Bukavu. He has
held the posts of Archdeacon of
Bukavu, Dean of St Peter
Cathedral and Vicar General in the diocese of North Kivu. He is also
a Vice-President of the Bible Society of Congo. Bishop Bahati is
married to Muhigirw a Veneranda Nyota and they have eight children.
These are his w ords follow ing his consecration:

Brothers and sisters in Christ. I'm chosen, a humble servant of God
and his people, to continue the great duty and holy ministry as started
by our predecessors. The success of such a ministry depends on how
we trust the Lord’s promise - ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by my
Spirit.” Have courage, brothers and sisters, as we who believe in the
God who will empower each of us with his true love and sustain the
body of Christ, grow up through our ministry, spiritually, morally and
materially. Surely, the way in front of me is long and painful; any kind
of assistance from those of goodwill is more important in order to
edify the Church. United, the Holy Spirit will help us according to

these words: ‘I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me’.



Partners’ Meeting in Bunia
o — 22" April, 2007

"To strengthen the partnership and relations between
EAC and its partners world-wide”

This w as the vision put forward by the House of Bishops in
October 2006 for a proposed Partnership Meeting in April 2007. The
meeting will draw together three representatives from each diocese,
the provincial staff and international partners from UK, USA and
Australia. Together w e w ill explore a common vision for
strengthening the holistic ministry of the Anglican Church in DR
Congo. Bishop Michael Scott-Joynt, Patron of CCA, and Archbishop
Dirokpa will chair the meeting, w ith facilitation of sessions by Bill
Crooks and input on the Samaritan Strategy from Dennis Tongoi,
CMS Africa Director. This is a very strategic meeting for the Anglican
Church in Congo and its partners. Therew ll be a detailed report of
the meeting in the next newsletter fromthe CCA delegates.

Tw o important events w ill precede the Partners’ Meeting: the
House of Bishops will meet first in Boga, follow ed by the
Enthronement of Bishop Isingoma as Bishop of Boga on 18" April.
After the Partners’ Meeting, members of the Provincial Synod will
meet in Bunia from 23 April.

Future editions of the Newsletter

We w ould like to send the newsletter by e-mail in future to as
many supporters as possible, w hich saves caosts and is good for the
environment too! Please send an e-mail
to the CCA Secretary, Rosemary Peirce >
(rosemary.peirce@ntw orld.com) w ith the @
subject line “subscribe new sletter” and also -
include your ordinary postal address. You

might care to ask your friends to subscribe too.

Motorbikes for dentists!

Francesca Elloway writes:

Back in November w e were delighted to have a w hirlvind two-
day visit from an Australian dentist, Graham Toulmin, and three of his
friends. Graham w as instrumental in setting up our dental clinic and
indeed trained and w orked w ith our dentist, William, several years
ago. For all of us, the visitw as a great encouragement. | haven't

laughed so much in a long time!
Perhaps the highlight for William
was when the visitors presented
him w ith a motorbike to help him
with his outreach w ork. He w as
quite overw helmed. There is
very little dental care in the
region, and indeed, folk are not
really used to the idea that
something can be done to
preserve teeth, and that pulling
them out is not necessarily the
only option. It is proving a bit of
an uphill struggle to convince
people that paying a bit of
money on dental treatment will,
in the long term, prove very
o _ beneficial. We hope that with the
Our dentist William being handed motorbike. William will be able to
the keys of his new motorbike. N ) . s
spend quite a bit of time visiting
different communities, and in particular their schools, to educate folk
about the long-term importance of dental care. This is particularly

important now that fizzy drinks have arrived in the area!




News from ISThA

At the House of Bishop’s meeting in October, Revd Canon
Sabiti Tibafa Daniel w as appointed as Principal of ISThA, taking over
the leadership from Bishop Ande, w ho will continue to teach certain
courses. Rev Yossa Way and Rev Kahw a Njojo have gone to
Kinshasa for MPhil studies in theology; Revd Kangamina Sadiki, from
Kisangani Diocese, has joined the teaching staff.

The ISThA community, made up of 138 adults, children and
babies, had planned to return to their campus in Bunia in early
January during the vacation, but fighting betw een militia groups broke
out on the road betw een Aru and Bunia, so their return is postponed.
In the meantime, there is still refurbishment w ork to be done at the
campus. A long-term goal is to install electricity, w hich would be of
great benefit to students and staff alike. Praise God that the library
and buildings are intact despite these years of war!

Trauma counselling

Judy Acheson writes:

“We are grateful to God for linking us up with Jenny
Daw son and a group of ladies in Australiaw ho have
established an organisation (Steel Magnolias
International) to help us reach out to those w ho
have suffered so much through the years of war.
Through Jenny w e are learning how to help those
who are suffering from post-traumatic stress andwe
look forw ard to further training and an appro-priate
manual in May w hen Jenny and 5 others are coming

Talking & listening. " - : Y
to Bunia to w ork w ith us in this field.”

Projects Update - Church Roofs & Bibles

Thanks to the generosity of many, £8,000 w as raised to
provide some new church roafs for every diocese. The cost of roofing
sheets varies enormously, butw e hope many churches will have
benefited. More recently, £4,000 has been given to enable each
Diocese to purchase Bibles, so that there is a Bible in every church.
The Bible Fund is still open, so do send any extra donations. There is
a real need throughout the East of the Congo. How can youth
workers, Sunday Schoolw orkers, even Clergy w orkw ithout a Bible?
In North Katanga the pastors fromall churches w ere walking up to 30
miles to read the one Bible that w as left in the area so that they could
prepare their sermons. They then w alked back again!

Focus on youth

Louise Wright writes about running a holiday club for eighty

local children:

“We ran it like an election campaign on the theme of Jesus is
the King of Kings; the President of Presidents; He loves you; choose
to follow him. The young Sunday School teachers organised games
and kept the children singing and dancing. Although everyone talks

about Jesus here, few know the stories of His life and teaching. The



children w ere really attracted to Him. Our Sunday School attendance
has doubled, bringing in children w ith no church background. In my
last link letter I had asked for people to pray for more opportunities to
teach children the love of God. Thank you.”

News from Judy Acheson:

5 - 7" January, 2007 saw the Board of Management of the
Mahagi Youth Centre meeting for the first time, attended by all the
Diocesan Youthw orkers. We are grateful to Bishop Ande for being
our president. Together w e w orked on the Statutes necessary for this
training college and w e laid the foundations for a good w orking
relationship for the staff. As to the future of the Centre, w e believe
God is asking us to up-grade this centre to offer a more com-
prehensive course in youth leadership. More details later as this
exciting vision unfolds!

From 7-14™ January the diocesan youth leaders, Sunday
School w orkers and girls’ w orkers met together in Mahagi. We praise
God for this opportunity. This w as the first time that w e met w ith
youth leaders from Katanga, Kinshasa and Mbuji-Mayi. The w eek
gave us the time to w ork on statutes for our youth department, listen
to reports and plan together the future. There is so much to be done.
But it w as a great encouragement for all the leaders to get to know
each other and to share experiences. During this meeting w e
appointed Rev Adolphine Azama as our Provincial girls’ w orker. We
are keen to send her to Makerere University in Uganda to study
Women and Gender issues as we feel this will enable her to be more
effective in this role.

17" January w as the opening of our second 8 month course
for youth leaders from throughout the Congo. It was exciting to meet
up w ith some w ho have been involved in the youth department for
many years, now coming forw ard for training.

2,000 copies of Book 2, entitled “Y oung people w ith God let us
rebuild our beautiful country” have just been printed and now we have
the major task of getting them sent out to all the Diocesan youth
workers to use throughout their areas. We are excited by the
challenge that this book gives to young people to become Christians
who are willing to w ork for Jesus in bringing in Kingdomvalues that

will bring changes to the w ay of life in Congo.

Peace and Reconciliation
Bishop Isingoma writes (translated from the French original):
Dear Partners in Mission,

This photograph illustrates our visit by road to Gety, Bukiringi and
Boga from 13 to 15 January, 2007. The joy of meeting people again
was full of emotion and praise. Peace has returned, but there are
many material needs for those who were displaced from their homes
and for the regeneration of the social infrastructures whichwere
managed by the church. The intervention of the humanitarian
organisations is limited, especially in

the refugee camps. We feel obliged

to help people returning to their

hugely devastated villages! The

diocese really needs your support.

On a different note, w e are getting

ready to accommodate the meeting

of the partners in April in Bunia.

Welcome to all!

Judy Acheson writes:

“We are so excited by the way God
is using the teamthat has been set
up by the youth department in the
Diocese of Boga to reach outw ith
training and teaching on peace
and reconciliation. The Holy Spirit
is touching many people’s lives in
very deep ways, bringing recon-
ciliation betw een communities,
betw een tribes and betw een
individuals, enabling deep forgiveness and renewed relationships.”

Peace and reconciliation
seminar at Makabo.

See overleaf for more photographs of this important initiative.



Peace and reconciliation seminar at Gety.

Peace and reconciliation seminar at Bunia.

Here is an extract from Judy Acheson’s report on the peace

process in the lturi region in Boga diocese over the last year.

“The far reaching effect of this project (funded by Geneva Global) can
be seen by:-

Communities reconciled: Makabo and Lengabo - now visiting
each other, being given land . . .

Reconciliation and understanding betw een Hema North and
Hema South (Gbanday)

The Chief of the Hema South able to visit Gety to w ork
alongside Chief Akobi of the Ngiti.

Workshop in Gety with presence of the Hema chief and Hema
clergy showed conflict betw een Hema & Lendu/Ngiti is over.

Conflict resolved betw een the displaced and the local
population (Gbanday)

Politicians present and asking that these seminars be repeated
particularly for the displaced from Gety. (Y ambi)

Military request forgiveness for their part and seek their own
training so that they can become peace w orkers. (Komanda).
16 army chaplains trained.

Military exclaim at the level of forgiveness & love shown

betw een Hemas & Ngitis during training w orkshop in Gety.
Young people greatly helped to meet together again across the
tribes (Bunia). Fear betw een the tribes has been lifted.

A militiaman seeks forgiveness from Rev Babote for looting all
his belongings and abducting his daughter. Forgiven by Rev
Babote and his daughter (Mafifi).

Hemas able to return home in Bankoko and in Yambi.

Pastors seek forgiveness for their part in the conflict (Tekele,
Buyi Sabuni, Boga).

Clergy willing to w ork in other tribal areas - Hema to Gety and
Ngitito Hema areas.

Churches, across denominations, have been reconciled.
Church community set on fire for Jesus. (Semliki)

The seminars have brought the different churches towork
together and the pastors to share in the teaching.

The Catholics accept Protestants to run a seminar in their hall
for the first time ever. (Mudjipela)

The local government officials and the chiefs of various levels
have testified to the help given by these seminars to start peace
within their areas and are w lling to arrange further seminars for
the team. (Mudjipela, Simbilyabo, Bankoko)

The teaching has helped individuals to analyse w hat corflict is
and so bring about reconciliation w ithin families and clans and
betw een the tribes.

Individuals able to forgive killers of their family members.

Many asked for forgiveness for their part and found peace.

Family conflicts resolved (Gbanday). Wherever a seminar w as organised the participants requested that
End of interpersonal and intergroup conflicts (Sota); brought to another one be arranged to help them further or to reach other groups
light the danger of prejudging people. in the vicinity.”



Bish op Olaoye’s journey
through Kabinda Archdeaconry

Bishop Olaoye has sent a full report of his journey to Kabinda,
211 kmfrom Mbuji- Mayi w here he is based. He made a point of
calling on the local authorities in each place along the route. He found
many churches had been destroyed in the w ars. The churchworkers
were not paid. Few people have bibles. Money is needed for that and
for the rebuilding of churches. A high point of the tour w as the
Women’s Conference, lasting 3 days.

Other points fromthe report: there is a diocesan farmof wo
hectares, with crops of maize beans and groundnuts; the roads are
appalling - in one place they had to spend a night in their vehicle.

A journalist from Congolese Radio and TV interview ed the
bishop, and the interview was broadcast. Wherever he w ent the
bishop preached evangelistic sermons, and numbers of people
professed personal faith. The priests need more training. He does not
suggestw here or how this should be done.

Here is an extract from his report about the visit to Bena
Nambua Parish:

“We arrived at this parish at 11.45 am. The parish, according
to information given to us, is the first church in Kabinda
Archdeaconry. The members of the church welcomed us with songs
and jubilation. The church was built with palm fronds; trunks of trees
and some chairs were placed as seats for the people. The sermon
given by the Bishop during the Holy Communion service celebrated
there was based on John Ch. 1, w. 1 - 5 with the theme “Jesus, the
Light of the world”. He enjoined the people to accept Jesus into their
lives so that the light of Jesus can shine and transform their lives
spiritually, morally and saocially. He also enjoined them to live in the
light and do the works of righteousness which portray the light. He
advised them to be prayerful and have faith in God.

“During the announcement, Ven. Kapinga told the Bishop that
the church formerly had a very good building for a place of worship, a
school, and a dispensary. They also had a farm and raised animals.
But the war had destroyed everything. The church was burnt down,
the pastor and his wife died during the war and members fled to other
towns and villages for safety. Some of them have just returned and
started to rebuild the town and to worship again on the site of the old
church.

“We noticed that the Evangelist in charge of the church did not
robe for the service. We were told that it was because he did not have
money to buy cassock and surplice. The Bishop gave him money and
we ensured that he bought them before we left Kabinda.”

CCA Finances

Thank you for your kind donations to last year’s Bible project.
There is more new s on this elsewhere in this new sletter. Besides
these special projects and the responses we make regularly to
special requests for help, there are certain grants w hichwe have
promised to make each year. These are:

- to each diocese to be used at the Bishop’s discretion, £1000;

to the Province, for its office and HQ expenses, £500;

to the sub-diocese of Kasai, £500;

to the Clergy Pension Fund, £500;

to ISThA for the training of 6 graduates as priests, £7,500.

The grant to ISThA is made partly from our general funds, but we are
greatly helped by contributions fromindividual donors as well as
several organisations. These are the Readers’ Missionary Students’
Assaciation (w ho have for many years now provided bursaries for
tw o0 or more students), the Overseas Churches Panel of the Diocese
of Winchester (w ho are currently paying for one student for three
years) and the “Missie Sint Paulus” (Old Catholic Church), of whom
more below . The other regular grants are paid entirely from our
General Fund and w e are very grateful indeed to those w ho donate
to this fund.



The OId Catholic Church is a w orldw ide communion of
Christian churches in communion w ith the Archbishop of Utrecht.
They are in effect “catholics” w ithout the Pope. While they are a
small minority in each of about tw enty countries, they are especially
strong in Holland, Germany, Austria, Switzerland the Czech
Republic and Poland. Since the Bonn Agreement of 1931, Old
Catholics have been in full communion w ith Anglicans. The Dutch
Old Catholics have a missionary arm, the Mission of St Paul, led by
Revd. Fr Wim de Boer. They have no mission partners, but give
support by prayer and gifts to certain overseas projects, among
themour theological college, ISThA. It has benefited for more than
tw enty years from generous annual grants of some £1,500 to
£2,000, and for this help w e are truly grateful. The Swiss Old
Catholics also have an overseas arm, called “Etre Partenaires”,
who make grants direct to ISThA.

The accounts for the y/e July 2006 are now published on the
Charity Commission w ebsite at www .charitycommission.gov.
uk. In short, w e received donations of about £25,000 to our General
Fund and made grants totalling about £26,000. We received about
£94,000 in designated funds, w hich are passed on to the relevant
projects or people. Recently, w e have benefited from several
generous legacies. Please do not forget to “Gift Aid” your donations,
wherever possible — it makes a huge difference. Thank you to those
who have set up standing orders. Forms for Gift Aid and Standing
Orders can be dow nloaded from the w ebsite
(www .congochurchassn.org.uk) or please contact the Hon. Treasurer,
CCA, Hockliffe Grange, Hockliffe, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 9NL (01525
210210), e-mail: treasurer@congochurchassn.org.uk.

Enclosed with this new sletter is a formw hich you may use, if
youw ish, to make a donation to:
- our 2006 Bible Appeal (still open);
to our General Fund (w hich, as stated above, is used to
make regular grants to the dioceses and to try our best to
meet appeals for help) or

for any other purpose w ithin our objects.

Comings and Goings

Bishop Ande from Aru attended a course in Canterbury in
January for new bishops of the Anglican Communion; afterw ards he
visited a number of friends and parishes. Bishop Masimango
participated in a w eek’s course at the Anglican Study Centre in Rome
in March on the theme of Benedictine spirituality and its application in
the 21°% century.

In March TEAR Fund held a training course in Goma for its
partners in Congo on the vital subject of HV/Aids; Baliesima,
Provincial Health Coordinator, Dr Francesca Elow ay, Archbishop
Dirokpa and several others fromthe PEA C attended.

In July 2006, Archbishop Fidele ordained six candidates at a
ceremony in Brazzaville.

Ordination at Brazzaville in July 2006. Six candidates plus the archbishop.

..... and finally (as old as the hills) ......

Tw o pastors were walking in the bush w hen they came across
a large lion. They began to run. The slow er of the tw o realised that he
would not be able to outrun the lion, so he dropped to his knees and
prayed: “Heavenly Father, please convert this lion”. When he opened
his eyes, he saw the lion, also on its knees. “Praise to the Lord”, the
pastor said, before hearing the lion say "Father in heaven, please

bless this food | am about to consume."



News from the AGM, 20 " November 2006

At the AGM a resolution w as adopted to expand the Objects
of the Association. Here are the new Objects:

a) To advance the Christian Religion in the Democratic Republic of the Congo;

b) In partnership with the Anglican Church in the Democratic Republic of
Congo torelieve povery and to provide for the needs of refugees and the
displaced;

¢) In partnership with the Anglican Church in the DRC and civil society there to
promote and sustain schemes for peace and reconciliation, health,
education and community developmentfor the welf are and benefit of the
population;

d) To relieve poverty among the clergy andfomer clergy of the Anglican
Church and the widows and dependents of any such persons.

Judy Rous w as appointed as Vice Chair of the Association.
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Prayer and Praise

Praise God for successful elections and prayfor good governance and increasing peace and
stabilityin C ongo.

Pray for Archbishop Dirokpa and all the Bishops: for godly wisdom and Spirit-filled leadership,
and health and strength, as they fulfil their many responsibilities. Bp Ande (Aru), Bp Bahati
(Bukaw), Bp Funga (Kisangani), Bp Isingoma (Boga), Bp Kasima (Katanga), Bp Masimango
(Kindu), Bp Munzenda and Bp Enoch (Nord-Kivu), Bp Molanga (Kinshasa) and Bp Olaoye
(Mbuiji-Mayi).

Pray for all clergyandlay wor kers, who often work very sacrificially.

Praise God for the fruitful work on Peace and Reconciliationin many of the dioceses, but
especiallyin Boga Diocese. Prayfor God's blessing and trans forming power to be at workin the
lives of manyindividuals and communities as the team, led by Rev Barozi, continues to run
seminars and minister toindividuals.

Pray for the staff and students at IST hA, under the direction of Rev Sabiti, and for their planned
return to their Buniacampus.

Pray for all those training in Bible Schools, Mahagi Youth Training Centre, ISThA and other
theology fac ulties: that they might grow in faith and be equi pped to ser ve Christ effectivel y.

Praise God for the publication of the new youth book and praythat through it God will challenge
many young people to follow Him and impact their country with God's Kingdom val ues.

Give thanks for the youth wor kers and girls’ wor kers in each diocese and prayfor
persewer ance, creativity and faithfulness in their ministryand that many young people will come
to faith in Jesus.

Praise God for the many women who have been given newhope and healing through Trauma
Counselling and pray that many more will benefit; pray for s piritual strength, insight and
compassion for those involved in this vital work.

Give thanks for all those working in health care and health education; pray for adequate
resources for health centres and effective awareness raising about HIV/Aids, particul arly
amongst young people, as well as care for all those affected.

Give thanks for the active Mothers’ Union groups in many churches and pray that these
women mayimpact their families and communities with God's lowe.

Pray for God's blessing onthe various development initiatives inthe dioceses and for God's
provision for the dailyneeds of His people.

Pray for the forthcoming meetings and events in April:
April 15™-17" : Hous e of Bis hops meeting in Boga
April 18"™: Enthronement of Bp Isingomain Boga
April 19-22" : Partners’ Meeting in Bunia
April 23 — 26" : Provincial Synod



